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Finding Middle C
The blackkeys on the pianoaredividedintogroupsoftwosand threes.

ThemiddlewhitekeyofeachgroupoftwoblackkeysiscalledD.
Thekeytothelef tofD isC.

MiddleCistheCthatismoreorlessinthecentreofthekeyboard.

MiddleCisaspecialnotebecauseitdivides thekeyboardintotwohalves.
The notestotherightofMiddleCarecalledTREBLEnotes.

The notes to theleftarecalledBASSnotes.

Make sureyouknowhowtofindMiddleConyourpiano.

2.

Bass notes Treble notesMiddle C
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Rolling In The Snow
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Now let’s play!
BeginbyplacingyourrighthandthumbonMiddleC.

Now placeonefingeroneachofthefollowingfournotes.
Keep your fingers curvedand lift your wrist so that it supports your hand.

Now follow thecolours!

Thiskindof note is
calledaCROTCHET.

It tellsustoplay
WALKING notes.

Make sure yourcrotchet notes
WALK along ataregular pace.

Imagine each note is a footstep.
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Yankee Doodle
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walk walk walk walk walk walk walkwait.......... wait.......... wait..........walk walk walk

Thiskindofnoteiscal leda
MINIM

MINIMsareWAITING notes.
A MINIM lastsaslongas

twoCROTCHETS

Anotewith a linethroughit
tellsyouthatyouare playing

MiddleC.
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Brother Jack

Three Blind Mice

QUAVERS are
JOGGINGnotes.

Theyareplayedalitt le
FASTER thanCROTCHETS.
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Oranges and Lemons
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Good King Wenceslas
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Jingle Bells
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Thiskindofnote
iscalled a
SEMIBREVE

It is held
as longas

4CROTCHETS.



A STAVEisasetoff ivel ines. The TREBLESTAVEis usedtoplacenotesaboveMIDDLE C.
The notes on these linescanbefoundbyjumpingupintwosfromMIDDLEC.

Practise playing all five lineswithonefingerstarting with Middle C.
See howquicklyyoucanfindeachoftheselines.

55555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555 55555555

44444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444 44444444444444444444

333333333333333333333333333333333333333 3333333333333333333333333333333333

22222222222222222222222222 22222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222

11111111111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111
2

3
4

5

C

Moving outoftheMiddleC position
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Find andplaytheseTREBLE noteswithonefinger.

Notesare written above line 3.
Thisisonlytomake the music look tidy; it makes no difference to the waythenoteisplayed.

turnedupside-downwhen they are

Now youknowhowtofindeachoftheselines,findline2,placeyourthumbonthisnote,
then placeonefingeroneachofthefourfollowingnotes.

Now followthecolours.
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Happy Birthday To You
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is a series of three tutor books,

plus a supplementaryFun Book,

that take childrenthrough the first stages of learning to play the piano.

Book1 introduces note reading in a simple way, using colourednotation.

Conventional notation is taught progressively throughoutthethreebooks.

By the end of Book 3 children have a

solid foundation in both playing and reading colour.

For furtherinformation visitwww.playingwithcolour.co.uk.
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